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Causes of death among African 
American babies, 2016-2018

Infant Mortality 
in the African American Community in Oklahoma County (2016-2018)

Each year in Oklahoma County
2,100 African American babies are born

Data Source
Oklahoma State Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics, 
on OK2SHARE Online Database, 2001-2018.
Oklahoma County Linked Birth-Infant Death Database, 2016-2018. 
U.S. Census Bureau ACS 2015, 2016, and 2017 5-year population estimates.
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Black-White infant mortality rate disparity in Oklahoma County

In Oklahoma County, the mortality rate for 

African American infants

3x 
is

that of 
Caucasian infants

(13.2 compared to 4.6 deaths per 1,000 
live births during 2016-2018)



Of the 85 African American infants who died between 2016 and 2018:

The Maternal and Child Health Outreach Project is funded in part through the 
Oklahoma State Health Department, Maternal and Child Health Services.

3 in 5 of the babies 
died within the first 
month of life

3 in 5 of the 
babies were males

1 in 10 of the moms 
smoked during pregnancy

4 in 5 of the moms 
utilized Medicaid during 

pregnancy 

1/2 of the moms 
only had a high school 
education or less

4 in 5 of the moms 
were not married

Half of the moms 
resided in zip codes 

where at least 20% 
of the residents lived 
below the poverty level


